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RAILROAD PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Kneeland, CA Accident Number: WPR24FA252
Date & Time: July 23, 2024, 11:04 Local Registration: N460DC
Aircraft: TEXTRON AVIATION INC T206H Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Business

On July 23, 2024, at about 1104 Pacific daylight time, a Cessna T206H airplane, N460DC, was
destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Kneeland Airport (019), Kneeland,
California. The pilot and passenger were fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14
Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 business flight.

According to the operator, the purpose of the flight was to bring a mechanic and helicopter
parts to 019. Preliminary ADS-B data showed that the airplane departed McClellan Park,
California about 0949 and then made a left turn to a northerly heading. At 1101, the data
showed that the airplane made a turn to the east towards runway 33 followed by a left turn to
line up with the runway centerline about 0.4 nautical miles south of the runway threshold.
According to witnesses, the airplane overflew the runway at a low altitude and then entered a
climb with a subsequent left turn to remain within the airport traffic pattern. The data showed
that the airplane flew on the downwind leg at an altitude of about 3,000 ft mean sea level (msl)
before it turned base and began to descend. The airplane then started its turn to final slightly
east of the runway 33 centerline.

Witnesses reported that they observed the airplane land hard about midfield and bounced. The
airplane then landed hard and bounced a second time before it drifted left of the runway
centerline and disappeared from their line of sight.
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Figure 1: ADS-B flight track data from accident flight with runway contact points

Examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane came to rest inverted in a wooded
area approximately 700 ft north of the departure end of runway 33 at an elevation of 2,570 ft
msl. The airplane was mostly consumed by postcrash fire; however, all of the major structural
components of the airplane were identified at the accident site. A debris path was marked by
several broken tree branches and broken tree tops. The first identifiable point of impact (FPI)
was an area of displaced bark about 3 ft long approximately 100 ft above the ground on an
approximate 120 ft tall tree. The outboard section of the right wing was located at the base of
the tree and exhibited a concaved shaped depression about midspan. A balance weight was
found about 100 ft east of the main wreckage. The main wreckage was located approximately
80 ft north of the FPI and was consumed by postcrash fire. The propeller blades remained
attached to the propeller hub, which remained attached to the crankshaft. Each of the blades
displayed thermal damage, torsional twisting, and tip curling.

Several ground scars were observed near the departure end of runway 33. A gouge was
located on the asphalt surface about 400 ft before the runway departure end, left of the runway
centerline with an adjacent scrape mark. A tie down ring was located near the gouge, right of
the runway centerline. An examination of runway 33 revealed the presence of tire marks, paint
transfer marks, metallic transfer signatures, and additional tire impressions that were all ahead
of the tie down ring and on the left side of the runway.
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Figure 2: Runway contact signatures

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: TEXTRON AVIATION INC Registration: N460DC
Model/Series: T206H Aircraft Category: Airplane
Amateur Built:

Operator: DYNCORP INTERNATIONAL  Operating Certificate(s) Commuter air carrier (135)
INC Held:

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day
Observation Facility, Elevation: KFOT,391 ft msl Observation Time: 10:55 Local
Distance from Accident Site: 14 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 17°C /14°C
Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 7 knots /,310°
Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 6 miles
Altimeter Setting: 29.94 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed:
Departure Point: Sacramento, CA (MCC) Destination: Kneeland, CA
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Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed
Passenger Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, Longitude:  40.723,-123.928 (est)

Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Stein, Stephen

Additional Participating Persons:  Joe Stein; Federal Aviation Administration; Oakland, CA
Mark Platt; Lycoming Engines; Williamsport, PA
Ryan Roth; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS
Jake Marks; Cal Fire; Sacramento, CA
Dana Hoblitzell; Amentum; Sacramento, CA

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

