
Greatest Attempt Ever Made
At Prison Reform

France .Has dust Started a Large insti-
tution on an Entraiy .New Line,

/TT~\HE greatest attempt at prison
I reform ever made in the his-
I• tory of trie world has jiisl been

\u25a0I started by the, agency ;of the
new penal institution at Fres-
nf>s, ETrance.

Briefly; the work expected to be ac-
pllsihed here Is to prevent prison-

ers, by keeping them Isolated, from
contaminating on« another.

The- mosi prominent students of pe-
nolnjry have generally, agreed .that the
average modern prison is' simply a
school for crime. ,Incarcerate a young
man who has foolishly, perhaps un-
knc.vingly. made the serious mistake
of breaking the law, and after a year

lie will pome out a cdnhrmed criminal
tHrpush: association with the hardened
oj'-ii- confined >vith him.

P>
to prevent this that the prison

*rpPn«^s has been start* d. The plan :

>i-t'a'n!y a unique one, but what the
ilts v.ill lje can onls be U>l<\ after

a trial \u25a0>:' at least a year. Certain it is
thai if a man does [reform hei c he

cln br»il hv;in?e lie wishes to be. In- i
duccrr.ciits lo be good surround the
now' piiron. but no attempt is to l) 1

iriadr to force a prisoner to be "good."
He einipiy itak^s his choice ami it is
certainly philosophical to conclude that

Isa'jrnnr!' ::ot "thoroughly bad will take
advantage of them".

"*
Certaln'Jt is that

a* man wiil not -como out worse than
• 'when ho went in. -V", -

j

in the new prison are to be'
r.v.ich shorter than uiidsr the«.o|ld sys-'

_, ;-fr<em; because the punishe;nent in a way'
';is jr.ore Fc-vere, if the ilprit wishes to !• make [t. so. A man with a good. ]

hc.:lthy mind could paps a year in the .•'
r.cw jiriifcin and noi be any the worse j.for it. T1l;t to an idle vagabond the!

•.same punit'liment would prove most
•"fsvero

\u25a0". Here again is displayed the philoso-
phy of the prison directors who hold
that If a man is not thoroughly bad,
but has only made a mistake, he does
rot deserve to be severely punished, j

.' T the other the more severe the pun- j. Ishment the better, because it will de- I
, ter him from committing: crime and j• going back again after his discharge.

To accomplish the desired results
the French Government h;is spent sev-
eral million francs. The new prison is

like a big hotel than a penal In-
stitution, it has room for 1000 pris-
oners and each cenvlet is to have a

Evory cell is on the
ground floor and there is a small ex-

d attach* (l to ea< h one. Sun-
ligbl from a high «;- \>w comes Into
every cell. The ceils are furnished with

Of iron, a t;ii>

. shelf, stationary tvashstand and
other . ;, . lectric
light In '-very cell and :>. man rises and

t" b d at any time he pleases. In
a prisoner is left to do as he

pleas< to have liberty and com-
panionship.

It might be thought that such a
prison would prove more of an induce-
ment to crime than otherwise, but the
authorities think not. There will be
no cares of old cronies in crime sitting
and smoking together and possibly
plotting what they will do when they
are discharged.

?:ach prisoner .11 live in solitude
from the day he rs the prison until
he !»Rv«f. He -an speak only to the
guard who brings his m-als, but re-
bates are big an if he behaves him-
self ho ran cut his sentence down at
lerist hnlf.

This wonderful new prison is situat-
ed in the Renard Valley, seven miles
from Paris.

The entrance of the prison?-, is upon

the national road. An avenue bor-
dered with trees leads to the main en-
trance, which In no respect resembles
that of th-^ old prisons. The walls are
of tufa, rough-coated with rose-colored
cement. ,

Th"re are several buildings, the
principal pnea being a group Including,
in addition to the general services
(such :is kitchen, bakery. laundry und
food storehouses, common to the entire
group of structures), cell buildings for

tin- short-term prisoners and
quarters capable of containing 400
beds. There will also be a genuine hos-
pital, with separate cells and \u25a0

gion wards. This is one <>f the finest
hospital building in Prance and sick
prisoners will get the best attention.

Let us imagine that we mi-.- to be
immured for a few months in this

Iprison, and let us see how a person is
j received here.

As soon as the heavy iron barred
dour closes upon the prisoner he is

1 led to a waiting room, a sort of cage,
Iwhence he passes to a hall of inquiry

\u25a0 and mensuration. Note Is here taken,
also, of his physical condition. After
these preliminaries, he is taken to the;
barber shop. The barber of the estab-
lishment cut? the hair of the prisoners

, and shaves them at thp rate of forty an
hour. In the searching room the eon-
vii t is relieved of every object that he
possesses, and after being stripped as
naked as a yew-born babe. Is covered

with soft soap and submitted to a
shower bath, which clean? him as thnr-

oughly as it is n tssible. During this
indispensable operation, the civil cloth-
ing nf the convict is sent down through
a tube to th<- disinfecting stove. Ujwm
leaving the bath hall the prisoner,
shaved, crop'n \u25a0!. combed, scoured and
clad in nrieon garb, i:- taken ;>> the cell
tv which he has been assigned.

: !i: < li the prisoner's future

Idepends on himself. He has every ne-
cessity of life and bodily comfort. But
there is no one to talk to. Before him
some simple work is laid out. He can
do it or leave it. Experience

'
has, shown that men in solitary confinement

iare generally glad to do anything to
i vary the c- rlasting monotony. Sh.uld
itlc prisoner do the work within a cer-
j tain allotted time he is permitted to
!obtain books from the prison library.If
;he conducts himself to puit the direc-
:tors of the prison he is_glven a little to-
bacco and other luxuries and hip sen-
tence is also cut down in accordance.
The better the prisoner behaves the
better is he treated and the sooner he
gets out.

Exercise is also an indulgence to be
gained by good behavior., T"nder the
regulations each prisoner is permitted
one hour in the littleplat in front of his
tight iron door, but this may be in-
creased if the convict so desires.

The school chapel, which is arranged
like an amphitheater, contains 250 cells
placed side by side in pairs, and in such
a way that the convicts cannot see

:each other either in entering or leaving,

ar:d are able to perceive only the keeper
ior the instructor. The punishment cell
j has wii 3 like those of a stable.
IThings are so arranged that the tem-
porary occupant may receive more or
•• ss light or be Immersed in complete

:darknep* according to his behavior.
The walla of this cell are covered with
graj paint and the sole furniture that
it contains

'
a'^amp col Bealed to the

jfloor. <
*

Since the convicts are not allowed to(
'hold any communication with one an-/
)other, under any pretext whatever, the

has provided isolated^
!,< hambers for those who are selected for(
'kitchen drudg. ry. preparing vegetables)
ior washing dishes.
3 Penologists the world over have*
• ii.'.-n watching the progress of thlsi
novel prison, and the results will be,

awaited by all who have any

Jinterest in the betterment of the crimi-1

*»nal classes. <

Cut of Redwood, 15x4 Feet, Sent From Vance's Wood, Humboldt County, to London, England,
From a Photog'aph.

NEW ELECTRIC LIGHT BATH
THATIS JUST COME TO TOWN

THE
electric light bath is the lat-

est adjunct to be taken up by
medical science. For several
months physician? in Europe and
the Eastern cities have been
using them with marked success.

The first apparatus arrived in Han
Francisco a short time<ago.

From the day nf its arrival it created
a big stir by its remarkable work, so
that other machines were quickly or-
dered and are now scattered abmt town
in the offices of different physicians.

What is the electric lightbath?
Briefly, it consists of a cabinet filled

J with incandescent electric lights. The

patient sits inamong them and absorbs
the light, heat and electricity, and in
this was many deep seated diseases art'
reached. It is claimed th;'t the effect
of the electric light rays are of great-
er benefit than the sun's rays, and that
sick people quickly recov \u25a0:• under the
radiant warmth.

At one time the electric light bath
promised to become a Cad In New Fork.
.Many women got into the habit of tak-
ing a daily exposure, and could no! !>•>
in>l!]i"(] tn stop until it became only too
appareni to some of them that they
were rapidly inline: in weight

< »f the actual benefit or" the electric
light bath there is still a big difference
nf opinion. Many physicians claim that
it is ;iil bosh, and that the only bene-
fit derived is from the neat and a little
]>s\ chic effect.

The advocates of the treatment point
to numerous "cures" and als<> the indis-
putable fact that those who subject
themselves to the baths are sure to
lose in weight. The treatment is said
to be absolutely harmless, no matter
••\h..t the patient's condition.

Be all this as it may, there is no
denying the fact that a man feels dif-
ferent after an electric light bath than
he ever felt before In his life. The dry
heat that permeates the body is not
possible and practicable by any other
means. Water heated to the same tem-
perature as the interior ol the cabinet
is while ,ipatient is being treated would
instantly scald off all the skin, it is
only reasonable to suppose that such
an atmosphere must have a strong ab-
BOrbative quality and should draw
some, if not all. impurities out of the
body.

"It won't hurt you at ail," said the
physician incharge of one of these elec-
tric light baths, "and it may do you a
great deal of good. If there is any
diseased part In your body it will be
located in a very few moments after
you get into the cabinet. That spot
will feel a little warmer than the rest
of you l- body."

The apparatus in front of me looked a
good deal like one of the old fashioned
wardrobes that stood in our grand-
mother's room. There was a good deal
of carved, polished woodwork, a good
deal of glass and a little brass finish.

"How do Iget it?" Iasked.
"I'll show you," answered the doc-

tor. '"Just tbtoe off your clothes and
put on this thin linen gown."'
Idid as requested. The doctor then

opened one side of the cabinet and
pointed to a chair on the Inside.

Whan Iwas seated he put * screen
with a hole In it, to let my head go
through, over my shoulder?. This
touphed all four sides of the cabinet and
was in reality a sort of diaphragm, in-
tended to separate two different tem-
peratures.

I'm to this moment the cabinet was
almost in darkness and felt a little cold.
When the doctor closed the door and I
heard the lock "click" it felt colder

and Ibegan to wonder how 1 could get
out.

But at that/moment there was a sud-
den glare all around me. It was so
bright and startling it seemed to me for
an instant that there had been an ex-
plosion. Isoon recovered from this ef-
fect and looked about me. There were
hundreds of electric lights fixed U> the
walls of the cabinet and just in front
•if me was a mirror bo arranged that it
reflected them all over again.

After a moment they all began to
swim around and Ifelt a dizzy feeling
creep over me. Then T began to get
warm, and it was such a delightful
warmth. Not the moist, clammy heat
of a summer day. but just the warmth
of the electric light bath. There is
nothing like ii. It permeated every part
of my body. My hands were warm and
dry. but Ifelt no impression when I
put them onto the iron arm of the chair.
A perfect equilibrium was established.
I.felt as ifIcould stay in the cabi-

net forever. Iseemed to be swaying
back and forth. The electric lights got
brighter and brighter and Iwas per-
fectly happy.

Then the lights went out and the
doctor opened the door. Istemi^d out,
and, strange to say. felt no sensation
of co'<i. This was, of course, due to the
fact that my skin was perfectly dry.

Then T put on my -clothes and went
out feeling as ifIwere walking.on air.. » .

The icebergs of the two hemispheres
are entirely different in shape. The
Arctic bergs are irregular in form, with
lofty pinnacles and glittering domes,
while the Antarctic bergs are flat
topped and pnljrilooking.
; Iflakes have no overflow to the sea
the water always becomes salty, partic-
ularly if there is small rainfall and
much evaporation. The Caspian Sea is
-properly a salt lak-e. So Is the Dead
Sea. There are several lakes of consid-
erable |size in Canada .which have no
visible inlets, being ted entirely from
subterranean sources. \

'

: The first attempt at scientific fore-
casting of the weather was the result of
a storm which, during the Crimean
war, November 4. 1854. almost destroyed
the fleets of France and England. As a
great storm hail raged several days
earlier in France, Valiant, the French
Minister,of War. directed that investi-
gations ,be made to see if the two
Btorms were the same, and if the prog-
ress of the: disturbances could have
been foretold. It was then demonstrat-
ed that the .two were in reality one
storm, and that its path could" have
been ascertained and the fleet fore-
warned in a,mple time to reach safety. ,NEW ELECTRIC LIGHT BATH IN OPERATION.

Millionaire AstorExplains
AboutHis Famous Redwood

WILLIAM WALDORF AS-
TOR is going about London
with fire in his eye.

All of his attorneys have
been called in consultation, and he has

decided to make an example of a news-
paper, some newspaper, any old news-
paper.

And it Is all on account of a piece of
our California redwood tree.

How could a piece of California red-
wood make a member of the aristo-
cratic house of Actor mad? Ah, that's
it. And thereby hangs a tale.

Mr. Astor Is not at all particular as to
which paper he makes an example of,

but the tn üble is that he will have to
decide before his attorneys can get to

work. And then it will be shifted oft
from one paper to another until it

b t<< the one that fust published

the item that went the rounds of the

Brought It From California to London
as an Object o? Interest.

jpress, and gradually grew to the shnpe
that now offends Mr. Astor.

Mr. Aotor says that he ordered a
block of a monster California redwood
to ornament his grounds at Cliveden.
The commission was given over a year

!ago to a certain shipping firm who pro-
;cured the gigantic piece of wood and
itransported it to England. It was one< of the largest Mocks of redwood ever
Isawed and shipped, and naturally at-

taken to England to decide a wagef of
$50,000. |Mr. Astor had laid this amount
that he "could find a tree, a cross sec-
tion of vtnieh would be large enough to
serve as idining table for flfty guests.
He waa ,

0 win his bet by bringing a
piece of the tree" to England and in-
viting. fr»ty-nine persons to dangle
their legs yith his two under its spa-
cious cirele\

' •

The captain of the ship who carried
the redwoou to England is entirely re-
sponsible. ihe.San Francisco papers
printed the sy>ry and gave pictures of,
the immense *ction of tree.

In time the San Francisco papers
reached New "York and thrre the stories
and pictures wire improved upon. ,One
picture showed 'ihe block of redwood, as
having arrived at Cliveden with .the
crowd of diners', seated around it—
sorts of noble. foil, from princes to Mr.
Astor." All wfre enjoying themselves.,
and htibibing of sundry^ sparkling;
fluids.- Mr. Astor v?as the Jiost and -was .
pictured aa holding aloft t glass' and'
propoßii toast to California..

Although the pio.ure was printed'
about a year ago. Mi. Astor did not see
ituntil last -.week.. TJjat's when he got-
mad and sent for hjs attorneys and
threatened to do all sorts of thfngs.

As far as 'known hehas really done
only one thing. That vasto take the
following letter to the London 'Times
office and get it inserted: 1

"Editor of the Times— Sir: TWiH yoti:
allow me. to publish in your columns a
Contradiction of the reports that have
bee*n circulated about a rection of Cal-
ifornia redwood recently brought to
Cliveden? The section referred to haß
been placed on the ground as an object
of interest, but it has never bsen. in-
tended to use it as a dining table, nor
has any bet been made as to the num-
ber of persons who could be' seated
around It. The report repeating these
details, and purporting to give an ac-
count of a banquet, is a deliberate and
mischievous fabrication. Ihave given
instructions to my solicitor. Sir George
Lewis, to commence proceedings
against the newspaper which has pub-
lished the false statements in ques-
tion. Yours faithfully.

"WILLIAMWALDORF ASTOR.
"Cliveden. October 25."
In the meantime the section of tha

noble California tree has been perma-
nently located in Mr. Astor's garden,
where thousands have gone to look at
it and marvel at its enormous size.

If there has been any banquet it has
been kept mighty quiet.

The captain of the ship who is re-
sponsible for the story that has pained
Mr. Astor is taking a vacation— but
just whore is not known.

tracted considerable attention.
Everybody wanted to know what Mr.

Astor wanted with such a lump of
timber. The captain of the British ship
that was to transport it around the
Horn and across to England was asked,
Whether he intended it as a jok>' on Mr.
Astor cannot he stated, but he told the
reporters that the block was being

Belgium's Gas Bill
The Bolgians are a frugal race. If

you doubt it hero is the proof.
A few days ago the Government re-

solved to introduce a uniform standard
of time. In the western part of the
country the clocks were put back twen-
ty minutes to conform with the facts.

Every Belgian peasant goes to bed at
9 p. m., if not sooner. Under the new
time style he went to bed at 9 p. m. by

the clock, which was really 9:20 p. m..
old style. Consequently he sat ud
twenty minutes later than before and
got up twenty minutes earlier

—
that is.

by actual sun time.
But sitting up twenty minutes later

involved a larger consumption of gas

and the nation's gas bill increased
$1,000,000 annually, to the great delieht

lof the gas companies, which had se-
cretly lobbied for the new time stand-
ard. The peasant soon found but that

I the time standard raised his gas bill.
He could not change his hour of going

to bed, because that was a family

habit that had been in force for gener-
ations, so he began to agitate for the
repeal of the new system.
It was BhoWn during the campaign

that the new plan cost $1,000,000 in gas
annually and had no sense or meaning
in it whatever. There was never any
doubt as to its fate after the frugal
peasant went on the warpath for Its
scalp, and it has been repealed.

WHATFOREIGN MISSIONS AREDOING
ACCORDIG TO PRESIDENT MOON

3r~a-vHE Gospel "is the power of C,<«\
'

3 unto salvation to every one that

3 believeth." To the church the
3 J_ Savior said, "Go ye into all the :

3 world, and preach the Gospel to i

•every creature." "And 10, Iam with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world." The promise of his presence is
on condition that his people engage in
the work of carrying nut the commis- ;

sion.
So long as more than half the people

of the world have never heard the i

Gospel, the church cannot be excused
!for inactivity. Nor can it expect to re-

'

tain the presence of Christ and spiritual
power while it goes on in neglect of the
commission conferred on it by the head
Of the church. Never before in the his-
tory of the world were conditions so
favorable to the preaching of the Gos-
pel to every creature as now. Turn al-
most where you will

—
to continent, na- |

tion or island
—

the gates are open, and \
the truth may be given to the millions !

of earth's inhabitants. It is little won- j
der that the church is shorn of its
power, when under these circumstances
nine-tenths of all the contributions for
foreign missions are given by one-tenth
of the church membership, and, fur- .
ther, the members of the evangelical
churches in the I'nited States contrib-
ute for the conversion of a thousand
million heathens less than one penny
a week each, and 98 per cent of all the
contributions of the church for relig- I
ious purposes is spent at home, and j
only 2 per cent is devoted to the foreign ;
mission field.

It is estimated that if evangelical ;
church members would devote a tithe \

of their increase of wealth to the work
of foreign missions it would amount to
the sum of $4,347,900 annually, whereas I
the contributions to foreign work I
amount to less than one-thirty-second !
of one per cent on the valuation of the !
property held by them at the present i
time.

There is no lack of means in the i
hands of the church. If this was con-
secrated, the Gospel could be given to
the heathen quickly; but if held, even
to be devoted to the home field, on j
which so much labor has been be-
stowed; the church certainly can not !
expect God's approval.
It is evident from such Scriptures as j

Revelation, xiv:6, and Matthew, xxiv:l4,j
that the heathens are to have the j
Gospel. The Lord has waited for the \u25a0

church to use the means he has placed j
within its reach, and it has not as yet
accepted the blessing in store for the
faithful. Will he continue to wait tat
me and for you? or will he find other I
agencies and means to accomplish his i
work? It will be done.

If a man Is lucky he never speaks of
the proverbial luck of fools.

Diagran) Showing the Proportion of Heathens to ;the Followers of'
\u25a0\u25a0_..\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0"'\u25a0 the Great Religions
r'^lVti^?tt^%£r^&:! l̂ n̂ &iIT11 Sfrre r?r-the two lone whitp snunrfs wJ»t U.v ,° are ln the darkness of paganism;
illzed lands 140,000,000 nominal Christfans.

° toward their conversion. Inciv-
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