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saves local resources - and keeps families together
 
This November, Humboldt County voters will have the opportunity to vote on Measure K, the Humboldt County Sanctuary Initiative. This initiative will protect local immigrant families from the federal government’s abuses of power and uphold due process for everyone, including undocumented immigrants. 

It is vital that the public have accurate information about this proposal. Unfortunately, cost estimates recently released by the Humboldt County Administrator's Office are unjustified and overblown. These estimates fail to take into account the fact that reporting requirements in almost every provision the County Administrator’s office referenced are already required by existing California state law, including the TRUTH Act of 2016 and the California Values Act of 2017. A detailed analysis is available below. This analysis, prepared by Angela Chan, Policy Director and Senior Staff Attorney at the Asian Law Caucus, finds that all provisions of the initiative either result in no additional expenses or minimal ones. 

Moreover, if the Sheriff’s Department chooses to not assist Immigration and Customs Enforcement with deportations, there should be a cost savings overall from not using staff time, facilities, or other resources to engage in immigration enforcement. Local governments are under no obligation to submit to ICE’s deportation requests, which often violate basic principles of due process. And in many cases, the California Values Act already prohibits the county from assisting ICE; the Humboldt County Sanctuary Initiative builds on this foundation.

Finally, it must be noted that tearing parents from children and loved ones from the community comes at heavy moral and societal cost. The Sanctuary Initiative is an important recognition of equality, compassion, and shared humanity. 

	Provision
	Dept
	Text
	Analysis
	Assessment

	“Restrictions on law enforcement officials.” Ensures that our local law enforcement does not help Trump’s deportation force deport people.
	Sheriff
	(e)  In the event that an agency is required to act on a warrant, subpoena, or other order which does not involve and arrest or detention, but which merely requires the sharing of personal information and/or release dates, the individual named in the warrant or subpoena shall be notified in writing immediately upon receipt by the agency.
 
	The cost of this provision should be minimal because:
 
1) Under the TRUTH Act, a California state law which went into effect in Jan. 2017, local law enforcement is already required to provide copies of any ICE notification, transfer, or detainer requests to the individual who is the subject of the request.  Local law enforcement also is already required to notify the individual in writing if they plan to comply with the request.  And if local law enforcement decides to respond to a request from ICE, they also are already required to provide the same notification to the individual as they provide to ICE.

2) Notification regarding a warrant or subpoena can include just providing a copy of the warrant or subpoena, which should be a minimal cost.
	Minimal expenses

	“Welfare of children of deported parents.”
	Department of Health and Human Services
	It shall be the policy of all agencies acting under County jurisdiction that in the absence of evidence of abuse, neglect, or other physical or emotional danger to the child due to parental conduct the policy shall be to assist the families according to the wishes of the parents as federal and state law allow and to the extent resources are available.   
 
	This provision should pose no additional cost to the Department of Health and Human Services because it limits the expenditure of resources “to the extent resources are available” and does not require the allocation of any additional funding to DHHS. Also, when children are allowed to remain with their families, this should result in a cost savings since alternative placements, such as a shelter or foster case, do not need to be made for the child.
	No additional expenses

	“Welfare of children of deported parents.”
	Department of Health and Human Services
	In the event that an agency shall make the determination that appointed guardianship and/or parental reunification is not in the best interests of the child, the determination shall be made in writing which shall be mailed to the parents and appointed guardians if an address can be ascertained, and that such written determination shall be mailed at least 15 days prior to any legal action unless the agency determines that the child is in immediate danger.
 
	This provision should pose no additional costs.  California state law already requires that guardians/parents be notified if they are not going to be reunified with their child.  See CA Wel & Inst Code 307.4.
	No additional expense

	“Semi-annual report.” Ensures transparency to the public.
	Sheriff and Probation
	By no later than July 1, 2019, the Sheriff and Juvenile Probation Officer shall each provide to the Board of Supervisors a written report stating the number of detentions that were solely based on civil immigration detainers (if any) during the first six months following the effective date of this Chapter, and detailing the rationale behind each of those civil immigration detainers. Thereafter, the Sheriff and Juvenile Probation Officer shall each submit a written report to the Board of Supervisors and the Mayor, by January 1st and July 1st of each year, addressing the following issues for the time period covered by the report:
 
	This provision should pose no additional cost if the Humboldt Sheriff’s Department is complying with the CA Values Act, SB 54, which already prohibits detentions in responses to any ICE holds. In addition, this should pose no costs if the Humboldt Sheriff’s Department is complying with their own policy as of 2015, which prohibits holding individuals past their release date based on an ICE hold request.  If they are in compliance with SB 54 and their own policy, their written report would simply state that they have not held anyone on an ICE hold request.
 
	No additional expense

	“Semi-annual report.”
	
	(a)  a description of all communications received from the Federal agency charged with enforcement of the Federal immigration law, including but not limited to the number of civil immigration detainers, notification requests, or other types of communications.
 
(b) a description of any communications the Department made to the Federal agency charged with enforcement of the Federal immigration law, including but not limited to any Department's responses to inquires as described herein.
 
	The TRUTH Act, California state law which went into effect in Jan. 2017, already requires that this information be made available in response to a Public Records Request.  Therefore, this provision should pose no additional costs beyond what is already required by state law.
 
	No additional expense

	“Transmit copies.”
	Clerk of the Board
	The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall send copies of this Chapter, including any future amendments thereto that may be made, to every department, agency and commission of the County of Humboldt, to California's United States Senators, and to the California Congressional delegation, the Commissioner of the Federal agency charged with enforcement of the Federal immigration law, the United States Attorney General, and the Secretary of State and the President of the United States.
	Simply sending a copy of this law should pose minimal costs. To minimize any costs, the copy can be emailed to these agencies.
	Minimal expense

	“Informing county employees”
	
	Each County employee shall be given a written directive with instructions for implementing the provisions of this Chapter.
	Employees must be trained on all applicable local, state, and federal laws.  This provision imposes no additional costs beyond what is already required and should be best practice to ensure compliance with the law.
 
	No additional expense

	“Enforcement”
	
	The Human Rights Commission shall review the compliance of the County departments, agencies, commissions and employees with the mandates of this ordinance in particular instances in which there is question of noncompliance or when a complaint alleging noncompliance has been lodged.  The Commission will inform the agency being complained of and shall allow for comments and materials from all parties named in the complaint.  A written report with the Commission’s findings shall be submitted to the Board of Supervisors within sixty (60) days after the first meeting following the submission of a complaint. 
 
	The function of the Humboldt Human Rights Commission is to “[a]id in eradication of discrimination in housing, employment, education, public accommodation, race, religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, physical disability, mental disability, marital status, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, civic interest, or other factors.”  See: https://humboldtgov.org/1308/Human-Rights-Commission.  They already receive complaints via their telephone line, must hold regular monthly meetings, and must issue an annual report to the Board of Supervisors. See:  https://humboldt.county.codes/Code/228-7.  Thus, the only additional new costs include reporting their findings to the BoS within 60 days after the submission of a complaint.
 
	Minimal expense


 
 

